To

Major General Gad Shamni

Commander of IDF Forces in the West Bank

By fax number 02-5305724

Commander Shlomo Katabi

Commander of SJ District Police

By fax number 02-6279297

CC: Colonel Sharon Afek, Judea and Samaria legal adviser, by fax number 02-9977326

Re: failure to evacuate Shvut Ami outpost

My clients, Ms. Badriya Badriya Amar and Yesh Din organization

(ours: 1319/07)

Dear Sirs and Madam,

1. I am writing to you on behalf of my clients in reference following the disgraceful failure of the tenth eviction of the trespassers on to my client’s land. 

2. For more than six months, since settlers invaded my client’s land on the last holiday of Succoth, I wrote on behalf of my client dozens of times to all the relevant law enforcement agencies demanding that they do their job and fulfill their duty towards her and effectively evict the lawbreakers who are stealing her property in full daylight with no shame. 

3. Indeed, during those months the IDF evicted them a number of times, but all of those evictions lasted between a few minutes and a few hours.  At the end of each "eviction" the security forces left the area and the settlers returned to it and repopulated it. 

4. Ahead of the tenth eviction carried out yesterday, and as a lesson from the past evictions, I asked to allow my client to populate the site with people on her behalf and thereby prevent the return of the offending invaders.  As you know, my request was answered in the affirmative and it was decided that my client’s guests would enter the area as soon as the eviction was finished. 

5. But yesterday's events showed that the security forces had no real intention of succeeding in the eviction in such a way that would really put an end to the abuse of my client's rights. 

6. More than one hundred soldiers and border police with buses arrived for the eviction yesterday morning, all in order to confront the four invading girls who were at the outpost at the time.  Amazingly the aforementioned forces managed to perform their mission and the four girls were evicted from the outpost.  As soon as their eviction ended a few border policemen were left at the site even though it was clear to anybody that in the situation that arose, and especially considering the fact that Israeli and Palestinian peace activists were about to enter the area, tens and maybe hundreds of settlers were about to arrive at the site and there was no chance that seven border policemen could stand up to them. 

7. When I learned of that situation I urgently contacted the legal adviser of the Judea and Samaria area and the commander of the Samaria region of the SJ police and demanded the immediate deployment of adequate forces to defend my client’s guests (a copy of my letter is attached).  When people from my office called the commander of the Samaria region they were answered to their astonishment that all of the region's police, including the region commander, were on a recreation day in Eilat. 
8. In addition, the border policemen who remained on my client’s land enforced a closed military area order against the guests who arrived, so that in fact only a few of my clients guests were able on short notice to obtain entry permits and enter the area.  And if that were not enough, Palestinians from the village of Qaddum who wished to come to the site at the request of my client, and to which the closed military area order does not apply, were blocked by a military Hummer Jeep that did not let them pass. 
9. Under these circumstances the five people invited by my client who were allowed to enter the compound found themselves attacked by a mob of about one hundred settlers, while it was clear that the border police were unable (and according to the reports uninterested) to protect them.  Since the situation reached the point of endangering their lives, in consultation with me my client’s guests left the site and about three hours after the eviction the settlers returned and "conquered" my client’s land. 

10. The IDF and the Israel Police failed -- and unfortunately I must assert that they apparently did so deliberately -- to perform their job and defend the private property of a protected civilian.  I can only conclude that the purpose of yesterday's operation from your point of view was not to protect the interests of a law-abiding civilian against criminals who have been harassing her for months but again to manufacture a false headline about the supposed "evacuation" of an outpost. 
11. Therefore, on behalf of my client, I demand you carry out another evacuation at the end of which you place a permanent force of the appropriate size to stay there as long as necessary (weeks, months, years) to guarantee the settlers do not return to the site.  If the IDF can devote permanent guarding details for illegal outposts, if for example at the outpost of Migron, the guard post is permanently staffed by a soldier, then permanent manpower should also be devoted to the protection of my client's property and the lives of her guests. 
12. I await your answer until April 10, 2008.  If my demand, which comes after giving up all hope, is not accepted, I hereby inform you that I will advise my clients to take legal action on the matter. 
